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and encouragements which should be lavished
upon them should be regarded only as acts of
justice and honesty toward beings whose burdens
enable the State to realise its objects. An
opposite policy should be applied to the rich.
Taxes on inheritance should remove all sorts of
privileges from an only child. The government
will be able to take as an average the family of
four children, and levy the same tax of succession
on all families.

These measures are conceivable only in countries
like France, where the diminution of the popula-
tion threatens to extinguish the vital forces of the
nation.

Reformed fiscal policy will thus allow the
amelioration of family life.

III. Prom the top to the bottom of the social
scale, there is to-day an outcry in which all join:
let us make family life happier. The progress of
ideas and of family life has doubtless made many
of its foundations unstable. In our desire to per-
fect and improve everything, we have broken some
of the over-rusty springs. But, while discarding
the principles that would have destroyed family
life, we have not yet introduced all those which
will make it live. Yet a scrutiny of the social
horizon enables one. to perceive messengers who